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Stanford University

Karen Ruoff (Kramer) has directed Stanford’s Berlin campus, 
developing both the academic program and the site, historic Haus 
Cramer, since 1979. In 2002 she was awarded the National Cross 
of the Order of Merit (Bundesverdienstkreuz am Bande) for 
engagement in cultural diplomacy (US/German and East/West 
German). In addition to academic articles, she has published 
literary texts in both languages across a range of genres (fiction, 
essays, poetry, and a musical libretto). 

Reading from the novel 
Academia: Excellence 

Has Its Price  




