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Cyberborders: Managing Interdependence

in the Information Age

How do states border the internet, and how are
these preferences related to globalization? In this
lecture, Beth A. Simmons will talk about the use
of “cyberborders”, the focus on “digital authorita-
rianism”, and why even liberal states might curb
internet freedom.

Beth A. Simmons is the Andrea Mitchell University
Professor in Law, Political Science and Business
Ethics at the University of Pennsylvania Law School.
She is a former Director of the Weatherhead Center
for International Affairs at Harvard University and
Clarence Dillon Professor of International Affairs at
the Department of Government. She is best known
for her research on the international political eco-
nomy during the interwar years, policy diffusion
globally, and her work demonstrating the influence
that international law has on human rights out-
comes around the world. She co-edited the Hand-
book of international relations (SAGE, 2012).

About SCRIPTS

The Cluster of Excellence “Contestations of the
Liberal Script (SCRIPTS)” is a research consortium
that analyses why the liberal model of order has
fallen into crisis despite its political, economic,
and social achievements. Interdisciplinary research
teams investigate why alternative concepts of so-
cial order are on the rise, how these contestations
differ from earlier contestation, and what the con-
sequences are for the global challenges of our
time. In operation since 2019, SCRIPTS is hosted by
the Freie Universitat Berlin and unites eight major
Berlin-based research institutes.
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