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Mike Cowburn is a Postdoctoral Researcher of Digital Democracy at the 
European University Viadrina. He earned his Ph.D. in political science from the 
Freie Universität Berlin in 2022. His research interests include intra-party 
factions, candidate nomination systems, and political communication. His first 
book, Party Transformation in Congressional Primaries, will be published 
in 2024 by Cambridge University Press.
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“Mouthpiece or Mobilizers? Right-Wing 
Media, Republican Elites, and “Critical 
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